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A DECLARATION

We, the undersigned, alumni of Knoxville College, representing graduates spanning many decades and
generations, declare and affirm on this day our full commitment to the furtherance of Knoxville
College – its principles, ideals, history and legacy.

We believe in Knoxville College and believe that it will stand! It has stood continually since 1875. In the
past few years, as has been experienced in times past, Knoxville College has withstood many a challenge,
many a setback, many a discouraging word. Yet it has risen up to graduate dozens of Summa Cum
Laude, Magna Cum Laude and Cum Laude graduates notwithstanding the known fact that it is not
accredited by the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools (SACS).

We believe in what Knoxville College stands for – quality education, excellence, integrity and
perseverance. Dr. Robert H. Harvey, illustrious alumnus extraordinaire, mathematics professor and Dean,
came out of retirement to carry on the tradition of Knoxville College by serving as Interim President. He
was successful in attracting a non-alumnus, Dr. Johnnie Cannon, an executive-on-loan from Oak Ridge
National Laboratory to serve at a critical time as chief operating officer. Why would they do this?

Students still select Knoxville College as their institution of higher education and faculty members take
pride in the work they do at Knoxville College. This was evident at the Senior Banquet held during the
May 2007 convocation weekend. They teach with the same dedication that we experienced and were
blessed with over the decades. Why do they do this?

Why has Knoxville College been able to realize nearly $250,000 in funds from the “2007 Annual
Giving Campaign” with well over $100,000 given directly to Knoxville College? The remaining
amount was contributed through the National Alumni Association. Why have alumni raised through
family, friends and supporters in the last three years (2005-2007) right at $1,250,000?

Why did Anthony Lewis ’66 and William ‘54 and Lula Powell ’52 give $10,000 or more each to
Knoxville College? Why did as many as seven alumni give $5000 or more in 2007? Why are nearly half
of the Alumni Chapters across the country in the top giving categories? Why are there just as many
alumni who gave $1,000 as there are those who gave $100?

Why do so many continue to give to Knoxville College against all odds?

Why do we have graduate and undergraduate chapters of Greek letter organizations giving in the top
fundraising categories? Why is giving by alumni Knoxville College Board of Trustees members at the
upper levels of the contribution list in the various campaigns?

Why did we have a contribution from a non-alumnus to Knoxville College of $20,000 in 2007 in honor
and memory of a Morristown College Graduate?
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We believe it is because these individuals can see the entity that we see – one that can endure, will
endure, and will rise to the glory days once again.

We declare that we pledge our full support to Knoxville College. We believe in Knoxville College and
without condition, we express sincere gratitude to those who toil daily to ensure that the Knoxville
College legacy continues.

On October 18, 2007 and on October 19, 2007, we affix our signatures to this declaration and pray for
continued blessings for our beloved Knoxville College.

William A. Blakey Theodore Davis
Larry Sanders Oretha Bridgewaters
Charlie Williams, Jr. Sarah Threadgill-Matthews
Clifton Hypsher Julia White
Evit Smith Joyce Williams
Marva F. Greene Theodore Anderson
Kenneth C. Jackson, Sr. Riley Brown, Jr.
Vonetta Maston Marian Bullock
Grady Polk Ronnie Bullock
Thomas Monfort Albert E. Bush
Sharlotte B. Polk Aaron Staple
Dennis Deering Vicki Wright Wilson
Delores D. Willis Samantha Steele
Brenda Jenkins Gardner Dessa E. Blair
Herbert Pigrom Hildreth Gillespie
Delnise Moore Helen M. Perkins
Eva M. Anderson Paul Simmons
Garmon W. Moore Ozelle Littlejohn
Joyce E. Moore Daryl Green
E. O. Hill Robert H. Harvey
Edwina P. Harvey James F. Reese
Antwan Jackson Neola Reese
Sarah F. Hawthorne Hattie Wynn Williams
Raleigh Wynn, Sr. Alfred Williams
Kessala P. Dorsey George E. Curry
Roderick Wilson William V. Powell
Valerie Scott Sharon Marshall Wilson
Eddy L. Echols, Sr. Beverly A. Batin Simmons
Ruby Cochran Stephanie M. Bridgewaters
Charlie Jackson, Jr. Beucinia Newberry Dodd
Sam B. Wesley, II Linda Wilson Lewis
Mikal Ansari (aka) Michael Jackson Aaron M. Hogans
Leonard Hudson Theresa L. Waters
Edwin Gerald Guilford Walter Louis Waters
Joann Farmer Mosley Vernell Moore Gray
Ardia Cunningham Janet Flakes
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Russell Sellars Virgie Adair Coleman
Sarah Marshall Wallace C. Madden
Edward McSwine Claudine M. Madden
Albert Myers Leroy Wiggins
Erma L. Jones Brenda Wiggins
Wilhelmina Gray Rhonda Lambert Treadwell


